
Presentation Ceremony
Wednesday 27 April 2022 
The Glasshouse
Olympic Park
Melbourne, Victoria  

Victorian 
School Sports

Awards

              
          C

el
eb

ra
tin

g Sporting Achievem
en

ts
 2021



2

@schoolsportvic

schoolsportvictoria

#vicsportsawards

Published by the Communications Division

Department of Education and Training

2 Treasury Place, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002

@ State of Victoria (Department of Education and Training) 2022

www.education.vic.gov.au/sportsawards



3

Minister’s Message

Welcome to the 28th annual Victorian School  
Sports Awards
Each year, these awards recognise students, teachers, parents 
and carers, and volunteers in Victorian government schools 
who have excelled at or made an outstanding contribution to 
school sport.

This year was another challenging year for our entire sporting 
community. The COVID-19 pandemic presented so many 
hurdles, just as it did in 2020.

But you prevailed! The commitment and dedication of 
everyone involved in school sport to keep students moving and 
connected to their favourite sports and physical activities has 
been outstanding.

The achievements of this year’s award nominees are 
remarkable. Congratulations to each of you, and all who have 
supported you — your families and friends, coaches, teachers, 
and school communities.

School sport plays such an important role in supporting 
students’ learning and development. It is a great way for 
children and young people to keep active, develop physical 
skills and, as research shows, improve their mental wellbeing. 
Over the past two years, being physically active has been even 
more important.

For the past 28 years, the Victorian School Sports Awards 
have recognised champion athletes in the making and the 
people behind the scenes who help them succeed. This year, 
28 students have been honoured with Sporting Blue awards, 
plus 5 winners in special achievement award categories.

Many of these students will go on to represent Victoria and 
Australia in their chosen fields and I am sure all will continue to 
contribute to their chosen sports and communities.

One of the best things about sport, whether on the field or 
cheering from the sidelines, is the way it brings people together. 
This sense of community and connection is something we have 
all come to appreciate even more over the past year.

The awards recognise your perseverance, dedication, and sheer 
hard work. Congratulations again on your achievements.

I wish you the very best for the future.

The Hon James Merlino, MP
Deputy Premier
Minister for Education
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Order of Proceedings

Ceremony commences
12 Noon

Master of Ceremonies
Madison Browne 
Champion Australian Netballer and 
Commonwealth Games Gold Medallist

Minister’s Message
The Hon. James Merlino MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Education

Address
Danielle Green MP 
Parliamentary Secretary for Sport

Main Course Served
Music performance
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College

Ceremony Continues
Address
Rayoni Nelson 

Chief Executive Officer, School Sport Victoria

Guest Presenters
Anabelle Smith, Olympic Diver 
Col Pearse, Paralympic Swimmer

Award Presentations
Sporting Blue Awards: Athletics, Australian Rules Football, 
Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Football (Soccer), Golf, Hockey, 
Netball, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis, Volleyball

Dessert Served
Music Performance
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College

Ceremony Continues
Award Presentations
Outstanding Teacher Contribution Awards

Outstanding Sporting Achievement Awards

Lindsay Gaze Outstanding Sports Leadership Award

Ceremony concludes
2.30pm
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Overview

The Victorian School Sports Awards are the highest sporting 
accolades presented in Victoria’s government school system.

This annual event, held for the first time in 1994, rewards 
excellence across all categories of major school sports. The 
awards are given to students, teachers, parents and volunteers 
who have excelled or made an outstanding contribution 
to school sport. The importance of school and community 
partnerships in the development of Victorian sports is 
also recognised.

In addition, the esteemed Lindsay Gaze Outstanding Sports 
Leadership Award, in honour of the seven-time Olympian and 
Basketball Hall of Fame legend, is presented to an individual 
who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to both school 
and community sport.

At today’s presentation ceremony, 28 individual student awards, 
each known as a Sporting Blue, will be presented across 
13 categories to young athletes for their outstanding success 
in 2021.

The term Sporting Blue derives from the history of English sport. 
In 1936, during a boat race between Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities, a Cambridge oarsman tied a light blue ribbon 
to the bow of his boat (the colour of his school, Eton College). 
A dark blue ribbon was then ascribed to Oxford (the colour of 
Christ Church College).

Subsequently, a Sporting Blue became identified around the 
world as an accolade of sporting excellence by young people 
and is distinguished by a two-coloured ribbon attached to a 
traditional bronze medallion.

The Department of Education and Training believes it is fitting 
to present Sporting Blue awards as a reflection of the high 
standard of talent and dedication demonstrated by aspiring 
young athletes in Victorian government schools.
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Master of Ceremonies

Madison Browne
Madison Browne won a Sporting Blue award for netball at the 1999 Victorian 
School Sports Awards. It was the start of a long list of accolades over 20 years, 
in which Madison experienced success at the highest levels of Australian and 
international netball.

As one of the game’s most decorated athletes, Madison is the only player to 
have twice won the prestigious and highest individual honour in Australian 
netball, the Liz Ellis Diamond.

Madison played 176 national league matches and was the inaugural captain 
of the Collingwood Magpies. With 61 caps for the Australian Diamonds, 
and Commonwealth Games gold and silver medals to her name, Madison is 
considered one of Australia’s greatest netball players.
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Col Pearse

Col Pearse is a Paralympic bronze 
medallist who began his competitive 
swimming career in 2012 at the age 
of nine. He was first selected as a 
member of the Australian Paralympic 
Development Squad in 2016, and in 
2017, he shattered five S10 13 and Under 
national age records.

Col made his international debut at the 2019 World Para 
Swimming Championships in London; winning bronze in the 
S10 Men’s 100m Butterfly, and breaking the Oceania record. 
He also placed sixth in both the Men’s 100m Backstroke S10 
and the Men’s 200m Individual Medley SM10.

At the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics, Col won the bronze medal in 
the Men’s 100m Butterfly S10 and broke the Australian record. 
He finished fourth in the Men’s 200m Individual Medley SM10 
and eighth in the Men’s 100m Backstroke S10.

Presenters

Anabelle Smith

Anabelle Smith is a triple Olympian, 
Olympic bronze medallist and 
three-time Commonwealth Bronze 
medallist in the sport of diving. 
Anabelle has competed on the 
Australian Diving Team for the past 
13 years. She is a passionate sports 
lover and an empowered female in 

sport. Anabelle’s career has been far from linear, with many 
hurdles along the way, however she firmly believes these 
experiences have shaped her into a resilient, independent 
and courageous athlete and person. Anabelle spreads her 
energy and experiences through motivational speaking 
and is currently helping shape Australia’s sporting future 
on the inaugural Australian Institute of Sport Athlete 
Advisory Committee.
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Sporting Blue 
Awards
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Max Busuttil

Maribyrnong College
Award: Athletics

An exceptional athlete and sports 
student, Max’s performance in 2021 
was outstanding. Beginning the year 
in Ballarat at the Victorian Country 
Championships, Max came first in 
the 200m and second in the 100m. 
The following month at the Little 

Athletics State Championships and Athletics Victoria State 
Championships in Melbourne, Max won gold medals for both 
his 100m races.

Later in the year, at the Athletics Australia National 
Championships in Sydney, Max placed fifth, sixth and third 
respectively in the 100m, 200m and 4 x 100m relay.

Always keen to develop his running through coaching and 
competition, Max makes the most of every opportunity to 
learn and compete at the highest level, aspiring to one day 
compete for Australia at the Olympics.

Sporting Blue Awards

Matty Milias

Valkstone Primary School
Award: Athletics

A record-breaking athlete at state 
and national levels, Matty is achieving 
many outstanding results on both 
track and field.

At the Victorian Little Athletics State 
Titles in March 2021, Matty came 

first, setting a state record for long jump, and came first in 
the 80m hurdles and second in both the 100m and 200m 
races. In the 2020 Little Athletics State Combined Events 
Championship, Matty won with an outstanding performance 
across five events.

Over the last four years, Matty has been ranked first 
at long jump, 200m and combined events at national 
and state levels, and second at Nationals for the 100m. 
Respected for his sportsmanship as well as his outstanding 
athletics achievements, Matty was also appointed School 
House Captain.
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Riley Stratford

Brighton Primary School
Award: Australian Rules Football

Riley has been kicking a football since 
he could walk, so his selection in the 
2021 Under 12 School Sport Victoria 
State Metro Team was the pinnacle of 
a childhood immersed in football.

At the age of six, Riley took up AFL 
AusKick and later joined the East Brighton Vampires where 
he has developed into a skilled mid-fielder over the past six 
years. Riley has captained the team on multiple occasions 
and has been recognised as the club’s Best and Fairest. 
He also captained Brighton Primary School’s interschool 
sports team to victory in the Seaside District Championship.

When the football season ends, Riley jumps straight into 
cricket as the opening bowler with his local club. He has also 
achieved high jump and triple jump selection in the State 
Athletics Junior Development Squad.

Riley is a versatile and capable young athlete who will no 
doubt continue to kick goals in whatever sports he pursues.

Alanna Peart

Ballarat High School
Award: Athletics

World-ranking Alanna’s stellar 
racewalking career began at just 
seven years of age in Ballarat, from 
where she has travelled to compete 
at state, national and international 
competitions the world over.

Bringing home medals at National Championships from 
the age of eight, in 2021 Alanna was ranked number one 
in Australia for Under 20 Roadwalking and number two 
for Under 20 Track Racewalking. Shattering School Sport 
Victoria records along the way, she now holds both Under 12 
to Under 15, and Under 16 to Under 20 1500m Racewalking 
records for Victoria.

In 2021, Alanna won the Oceania Championships 10km Under 
20 Roadwalking event, was selected in the Australian Under 
20 Team for the World Under 20 Junior Championships 
in Kenya and obtained three Australian Under 20 10km 
Roadwalking Team qualifying times for the World Under 20 
Racewalking Team Championships in Oman in March 2022.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Kishen Lew

East Doncaster Secondary College
Award: Badminton

Kishen is an accomplished badminton 
player, playing for both her 
college and the Infinity Badminton 
Association in Badminton Victoria’s 
Under 15 State Squad. Described 
by her coach as an intelligent and 

observant competitor, Kishen’s quiet resolve on the court has 
brought both her and her teams considerable success.

In 2021, Kishen played for East Doncaster Secondary 
College’s Intermediate Badminton Team, named Champions 
at both district and divisional levels, and was a valued team 
member of Badminton Victoria’s Under 15 State Squad.

Participating successfully in many tournaments across 
Victoria in 2021, Kishen was the Under 15 Girls Singles Winner, 
the Girls Doubles Winner and Mixed Runners-Up in the 
Western Suburbs Badminton Altona Juniors Tournament, 
winning a place at several events including Badminton 
Association Victoria’s Juniors Circuit 1 and the Ballarat 
Juniors Tournament.

Charlotte Baskaran

Maribyrnong College
Award: Australian Rules Football

Charlotte’s early start in athletics 
has helped her tremendously on the 
football field. Charlotte has proven to 
be a great asset to the Western Jets 
Football Club. Even with the shortened 
2020 AFL season, Charlotte gathered 

61 disposals and 18 tackles across just three matches.

Charlotte’s outstanding decision-making skills and fair play 
on the field have been recognised through her selection 
in the 2021 NAB League Team of the Year, the AFL Girls All 
Australian Multicultural Team, the AFL Victorian Metropolitan 
League Under 19 Team and her being placed eighth in the 
2021 NAB League Best and Fairest Award.

Considered one of the top 10 players in the NAB Girls League 
in Australia, Charlotte has a very promising future in the 
Australian Women’s Football League.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Sienna Harvey

Western Heights Secondary 
College
Award: Basketball

Sienna is an exceptionally talented 
basketballer who was selected for 
the 2020 and 2021 Victorian Country 
Under 16 Women’s Basketball Team, 
when border restrictions prevented 

her from representing her State at the two Australian 
Junior Championships.

Not allowing herself to be held back, Sienna’s extensive 
involvement with the Victorian State Development Program 
and Victorian National Performance Program in 2020 
kept her engaged in the High Performance Programs for 
both Victoria and Australia. A stand-out player in several 
tournaments, including the Australian Country Cup and 
Southern Cross Challenge, a bright future lies ahead 
for Sienna.

She is a recipient of a full scholarship to Basketball 
Australia’s prestigious Centre of Excellence at the Australian 
Institute of Sport in 2022, one of only three female athletes of 
the 13 scholarship recipients chosen from across Australia.

Om Neelam

Maribyrnong College
Award: Badminton

Om competed at many badminton 
tournaments during 2020 and 2021, 
strengthening his competition skills 
and improving upon his already 
impressive run of successful matches 
with Badminton Victoria.

In 2020, Om played in the Western Suburbs Badminton 
Association (WSBA) Under 13 Australian Championships 
at the age of 10. In 2021, playing for Under 13, Under 14 and 
Under 15 Boys categories, Om won eight doubles matches 
and placed as winner or runner-up in many more matches, 
competing successfully in state tournaments including 
the WSBA Altona Junior Tournament, the Badminton 
Victoria Junior Circuit 1 and the Ballarat and Geelong 
Junior Tournaments.

Om was selected for Badminton Victoria’s State Team in 
2021, ranking number one in Badminton Victoria’s Under 13 
Boys and number two in the Under 15 Boys.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Lucas Impey

Maribyrnong College
Award: Basketball

Lucas is an outstanding young athlete 
who is well regarded for punching 
above his weight on the basketball 
court. His performances at both state 
and national levels throughout 2020 
and 2021 saw him compete against 

older opponents on more than one occasion.

In 2021, Lucas was selected for the Victorian Country 
Men’s Under 18 Team at the Australian Junior National 
Championships – he was the youngest athlete in the 
competition. Similarly, when he played in Basketball 
Victoria’s Big V competition for the Ballarat Miners in the 
State Championship Youth League Division, Lucas was also 
the youngest player in his team and the League.

Lucas’ exceptional playing and leadership skills have not 
gone unnoticed. For two years running, he has received a 
scholarship with Basketball Victoria to participate in the 
Victorian National Pathway Program. In addition, he was 
invited in 2021 to participate in the Maribyrnong Sports 
Academy Leadership Camp.

Tylah Hooper

Maribyrnong College
Award: Basketball

State, national and international 
selections testify to Tylah’s 
exceptional skills and success on 
the basketball court. Despite the 
challenges of the past two years, 
Tylah remained committed to 

participating in the highest levels of the competition.

In 2020 and 2021, Tylah was selected to represent the 
Melbourne Tigers Youth Women’s Basketball Team and 
the Victorian Women’s Under 18 Team for the East Coast 
Challenge in Sydney. Further recognition of her talent came 
in her selection in 2021 as a Development Player for the 
Melbourne Women’s Tigers Basketball Team in the National 
Basketball League.

Tylah’s international success began with her selection in 
2020 to represent New Zealand in their Under 17 Women’s 
Basketball Team, followed by an invitation to attend the 2021 
New Zealand Tall Ferns Selection Camp, and most recently, 
being awarded a basketball scholarship to attend Lincoln 
University, Christchurch, New Zealand in 2022.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Riva Guliya

McKinnon Primary School
Award: Cricket

2021 was a big year for Riva; as a 
member of the winning McKinnon 
Primary School team in the District 
Cricket Grand Final and also in 
the victorious South East Cricket 
Association representative side. 

Riva was also selected by School Sport Victoria and Cricket 
Victoria to captain the 2021 Victorian Under 12 State 
Cricket Team.

Riva competes above her age group in the Senior Women’s 
Team at the Brighton District Cricket Club, and she also plays 
for the Bentleigh Cricket Club where she was awarded ‘Best 
Bowler’ in 2020 and 2021. In addition, she plays Under 16 and 
Under 13 girls cricket at East Malvern Tooronga Cricket Club.

Riva’s selection in the Under 15 Girls South East Bayside 
Breakers Squad to play in Cricket Victoria’s Youth Premier 
League Competition in 2022 is another step towards 
cricketing greatness for this ambitious and capable 
young athlete.

Ruby Flett

Inverleigh Primary School
Award: Cricket

Ruby is an exceptional cricketer and 
sports all-rounder who is admired 
as much for her sporting prowess as 
she is for her temperament on the 
field. At just 12 years of age, Ruby is 
described as displaying “incredible 

sportsmanship, selflessness and a desire to help her 
team succeed”.

Ruby has played cricket for five years and has impressed 
with both bat and ball. She competes in the Geelong Cricket 
Association’s Under 15 and Under 13 Boys Competition 
and she was selected for School Sport Victoria’s Team Vic 
Primary Girls Cricket Team.

Ruby is regarded as a “rare talent” who can, and does, 
apply her abilities to multiple sports including cross country, 
athletics and football; having represented the Galaxy United 
Football Club in the National Premier League’s Under 12’s 
Girls Soccer Team.

Testament to her peer support and leadership skills, Ruby 
was also selected as School House Captain in 2022.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Mia Gordon

Maribyrnong College
Award: Cricket

Mia’s exceptional cricketing talent 
surfaced early, when she was 
identified as a standout player 
through School Sport Victoria. 
Selected for the Under 12 Team, 
and subsequently through the Cricket 

Victoria pathway, Mia was selected for a Premier Cricket 1st 
XI debut with Essendon Marby Park Bombers at age 13.

In 2021, Mia made 401 runs for the Victorian Metropolitan 
Cricket Union Tournament and her team was awarded the 
Western Region Junior Cricket Association Team of the 
Year. Displaying leadership and sporting prowess beyond 
her years, Mia was named Captain of Essendon Marby Park 
Bombers Under 15 Cricket Team and selected in Cricket 
Victoria’s Youth Premier League Team.

Mia has also been rewarded for her outstanding sporting 
contribution with her selection in Cricket Victoria’s Under 
16 Female Emerging Talent Squad.

Farzan Chowna

Maribyrnong College
Award: Cricket

Described as a “star of the future” 
Farzan is an outstanding young 
cricketer, demonstrating exceptional 
skill and aptitude as a batter.

Farzan was selected by Cricket 
Victoria for the Under 17 and Under 19 

Emerging Talent Squads in the 2020 through 2022 seasons, 
before rising to Victorian Premier Cricket selection for the 
Essendon Cricket Club.

Farzan first came to the attention of selectors at his local 
club, Caroline Springs, and then further impressed with two 
50-plus runs not-out performances in Cricket Victoria’s 
Under 17 Team that competed in the Western Summer Series 
in early 2021.

Shortly thereafter, Farzan validated his Victorian Premier 
Cricket selection with a century-hitting performance with his 
new Essendon Cricket Club.

With a batting average of 33 and a high score of 115 not-out, 
Farzan continues to show a level of hard work and devotion 
to his game that make him a name to watch out for in future 
Australian cricket.

Sporting Blue Awards
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George Carasavidis

Maribyrnong College
Award: Golf

In the last two years, George has 
proved himself not only to be a 
champion golfer, successfully 
competing in many tournaments 
across Victoria, but his dedication, 
hard work, and ability to overcome 

adversity has been admired by his teachers and coaching 
staff. So much so, that George was recognised with 
the 2020 Maribyrnong Sports Academy’s Lynne Kosky 
Memorial Award.

George’s sportsmanship and outstanding athletic talent 
have driven his exemplary results on the green. In 2021, 
he represented School Sport Victoria in their 18 and Under 
golf team, placing third in the state final.

The recipient of a scholarship membership from the 
Metropolitan Golf Club, George represented the club in 
an undefeated season in the Victorian Division 1 Colts 
Pennant and is currently ranked as 15th in Victoria and 
31st in Australia.

Naomi Chinnama

Maribyrnong College
Award: Football (Soccer)

In 2021, at just 16 years of age, Naomi 
made her A-League Women’s football 
debut for Melbourne City, playing six 
soccer games in her first season.

The humble and disciplined teenager 
has risen through the ranks of school 

and community soccer; playing as a youngster at her local 
Point Cook club, and impressing with her talent during school 
selections for regional and state level competitions.

Naomi played in the 2019 School Sport Victoria Premier 
League winning team, and captained Team Vic to 
the Nationals three times, proudly contributing to the 
score board.

Her obvious talent then saw her selected to train with the 
Emerging Matildas, and with Melbourne City Football Club 
which led to her contract for the 2020/2021 season.

Naomi‘s future as an elite athlete looks assured with her star 
combination of exceptional footwork on the field and her 
integrity as a team player.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Sam Lowndes

Maribyrnong College
Award: Hockey

Sam is a rising star whose dedication, 
talent and consistently strong 
performances throughout the past 
two years saw him selected in 2021 
for the prestigious Hockey Australia 
Men’s Future Talent Squad.

Sam relocated from Echuca to Melbourne at the beginning 
of 2021 to better access the Hockey Victoria Pathway and 
the support of the Maribyrnong Sports Academy. Sam 
flourished and was soon selected to represent Victoria in the 
Under 18 Hockey Championships in Launceston where the 
Victorian team brought home bronze.

Sam has experienced success in regional, metropolitan and 
state hockey; participating in the Goulburn Valley Hockey 
Association’s Development Squad and achieving Premier 
League representation with the Camberwell Hockey Club.

Sam’s selection in the Hockey Australia Men’s Future Talent 
Squad will further hone his talent with the opportunity to be 
mentored by current Hockeyroos, and access to specialised 
development and training.

Jeneath Wong

Glen Waverley Secondary College
Award: Golf

Jeneath is an exceptionally talented 
and experienced young golfer with a 
bright future ahead of her.

Rising quickly through the ranks 
on the international competition 
circuit since she was six years old, 

an impressive list of achievements at state, national and 
international levels are testament to her extraordinary 
ability to play her best game every time.

In 2021 alone, Jeneath finished first at the School Sport 
Victoria and Victorian Junior Amateur Championships, 
also winning the 2021 Riversdale Cup.

Her five-stroke win at the 2021 Australian Junior Amateur 
Championship has earned her a spot in the prestigious 
Women’s Australian Open in 2022, and a full scholarship 
to attend Pepperdine College in Malibu, California the 
following year.

Ranked first in the State and fifth in Australia, Jeneath’s 
successful international career is assured.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Matisse Alessio

Lynbrook Primary School
Award: Swimming

Matisse is a talented and dedicated 
young athlete who is recognised 
for both her sporting abilities and 
her qualities as a diligent, kind and 
positive student at school. Matisse 
shows unwavering commitment to 

early morning and afternoon training sessions, as well as 
keeping on top of her studies.

Matisse’s many swimming accolades include qualifying 
for the Metro District Swimming Team and being the only 
student at Lynbrook Primary School to make Team Vic 
selection in 2021. In 2020, Matisse also swam her way to 
success as Swimland Swim Club’s Age Champion.

In addition to her achievements in the pool, Matisse’s athletic 
versatility extends to playing netball for Lyndhurst Netball 
Club and qualifying for a regional cross country competition.

As a respected role model to her peers, Matisse was 
presented with Lynbrook Primary School’s Principal Award 
for displaying the school’s values.

Kiralee Collings

Maribyrnong College
Award: Netball

Kiralee is highly regarded for her 
commitment to developing her game 
and leadership skills. In recent years, 
she has been an avid participant in 
development squads and specialised 
coaching opportunities that have 

positively impacted her skills, fitness and game strategy.

Kiralee’s dedication has been aptly recognised through 
her selection since the age of 15 in the Victorian Netball 
League, and more recently in Netball Victoria’s Under 17 
Team. She also earned high praise captaining School Sport 
Victoria’s Under 15 Team in a silver medal performance.

Kiralee has been a Central West Zone Academy athlete 
from 2018 to 2021, and has enjoyed high-level coaching 
opportunities at Maribyrnong Sports Academy under the 
mentorship of Australian sporting legends such as netball 
Commonwealth Games gold medallist, Eloise Southby.

Kiralee is a passionate and inspiring young athlete with an 
exciting future ahead.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Johann Stickland

Maribyrnong College
Award: Swimming

Johann has consistently represented 
his school and state with distinction 
at both national and state swimming 
championships. In 2019, Johann 
achieved ‘JX Legend status’ in 
Swimming Australia’s Junior 

Excellence program, and since that time he has grown into 
a formidable athlete, committed to a disciplined training 
regime and regular competition at the highest level.

In 2021, Johann posted his personal best times in the 50m, 
100m (Long Course) and 100m (Swimming Championships) 
with outstanding national performances that were close to 
Olympic selection times.

Johann was a finalist in the 2021 Australian Swimming 
Championships and competed successfully in the 
Sydney Open, the Victorian Age and Open (Long 
Course) Championships as well as the Victorian Sprint 
Championships and School Sport Victoria’s Team Vic State 
Swimming Championships.

Austin Chien

Balwyn Primary School
Award: Swimming

If Austin’s 2021 streak of gold 
medal performances in the pool 
are an indication of things to come, 
Australia might just be looking at a 
future Olympian.

Austin had a stellar year of 
swimming, winning three gold medals at the 2021 School 
Sport Victoria State Swimming Championships and 
finishing first and second at numerous other state races 
including the Victorian Metro All Junior Competition, 
the Victorian Development Competition, the Victorian Sprint 
Championships, the Metro East Long Course Preparation 
Meet and the Geelong Open.

Highly accomplished in butterfly, freestyle, backstroke and 
breaststroke, Austin is extremely dedicated and persistent 
in his pursuit of success in the pool. He is admired by his 
peers, teachers and coaches as a great role model who 
demonstrates how commitment and determination lead 
to achievement.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Lachlan King

Brighton Primary School
Award: Tennis

Lachlan is an exceptional young 
tennis player whose athletic agility 
has also brought him success in 
competitive swimming and cross 
country championships. Lachlan is 
described as driven, yet humble and 

respectful; qualities that make him a great role model to 
his peers.

In 2021, Lachlan won the School Sport Victoria State Tennis 
Championships and three Australian ranking tournaments. 
Representing Victoria in the Tennis Australia National 
Teams event in Canberra, he qualified for the 12 and Under 
Claycourt National Championships in 2022.

As well as his tennis accomplishments – including a birth 
year national ranking of eight – Lachlan captained his 
school’s swimming and cross country teams in 2021. 
He achieved great success in the 2019 School Sport Victoria 
Athletics Championships, coming first in the 1500m and 
fifth in the 800m. He has also participated for three years 
running in regional swimming competitions.

Hasali Sanaya Buddhadasa

Maribyrnong College
Award: Table Tennis

Successfully balancing her academic 
studies with being a competitive 
athlete, table tennis player Sanaya 
is a high achiever greatly respected 
by her teachers, coaches and peers. 
For the past two years, Sanaya has 

competed at state and national level competitions with 
outstanding results.

Following her selection in 2020 for Table Tennis Australia’s 
Under 21 Team at just 14 years of age, Sanaya was selected 
for the Table Tennis Australia Junior Team in both 2021 and 
2022 and has competed successfully at many tournaments, 
including winning a gold medal at the Geelong Open and 
becoming Table Tennis Victoria’s Under 17 Champion in 2021.

A dedicated student and disciplined athlete, in 2021 Sanaya 
received Maribyrnong College’s Principal Award for her 
achievement in successfully combining the rigours of 
training with her academic commitments.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Diordan Macababbad

Maribyrnong College
Award: Tennis

At just 15 years of age, Diordan is 
showing signs of tennis greatness with 
a number of accolades to his name, 
as well as the determination and 
temperament to succeed.

In 2021, despite the challenges to 
train and participate in sport, Diordan embraced every 
opportunity to compete. In February, he won the North 
Suburban Junior Tennis Association’s Pat Cash Cup in 
Wodonga. In April, he played in the Tennis Coaches Australia 
Victoria Gold Junior Age Championship, winning the Boys 
14 and Under category. Again, in July, he won the same 
category at the 88th MCC Glen Iris Underage Gold Junior 
Tournament.

Diordan’s impressive court performances and behaviour 
also won him the coveted 2021 Sportsmanship Award in 
the 14 and Under category at the Australian National 
Claycourt Championships. Diordan was also invited to the 
2022 Maribyrnong Sports Academy’s Leadership Camp for 
students who display the school’s values of honesty, respect, 
determination, leadership and community.

Klaire Elkin

Brentwood Secondary College
Award: Tennis

Klaire is a rising star in Australian 
tennis. Currently ranked sixth 
nationally and first in Victoria of 
all players born in 2003, Klaire 
is described as being as driven 
and diligent on the court as she 

is off; admired as a role model among her tennis and 
student peers.

In 2021, Klaire was a recipient of the Kooyong Foundation 
Scholarship and represented Kooyong in Pennant. 
She was a key contributor to Brentwood Secondary 
College’s representation in School Sport Victoria’s State 
Championships – the school coming runner-up, just three 
points short of the winning team.

Klaire has won 25 tournaments, in both singles and doubles, 
and is highly regarded for so capably representing Victoria 
at national tournaments including Tennis Australia’s 
December Showdowns and the Australian Championships.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Samuel Kay

McKinnon Secondary College
Award: Volleyball

Samuel’s dedication to volleyball 
extends beyond his own ambitions to 
inspiring and developing his student 
peers. He has coached fellow athletes 
as part of McKinnon Secondary 
College’s Development Squad and as 

a Greater Melbourne Volleyball Academy SpikeZone Coach.

Samuel’s passion and commitment have seen him 
experience outstanding success at international, national 
and state levels; including participating in the Thailand 
Under 19 National Championships, and playing against 
New Zealand and Japan as an Australia Junior National 
Squad member.

In 2021, as a member of the Under 18 Victorian Indoor 
Volleyball Team, the Under 18 Victorian Beach Volleyball 
Team and a part-time member of the Australian Volleyball 
Academy at the Australian Institute of Sport, Samuel 
achieved two gold medals: one in the Under 18 Beach 
Volleyball Schools Cup and the other in School Sport 
Victoria’s Senior Boys Indoor Volleyball State Championships.

Bridget Mihulka

Maribyrnong College
Award: Tennis

Bridget is an exceptional tennis 
player, whose dedication and 
perseverance were rewarded in 2021 
by an exciting year of competition. 
A semi-finalist at the National 
Claycourt Championships, winner 

of the Darwin Open Women’s Consolation, and winner of 
the Northern Territory Open Championships Consolation, 
Bridget is currently ranked number one in Australia for her 
birth year.

Also competing successfully at many state team 
championships in 2021, Bridget was the winner of three 
16 and Under tournaments and played for the Royal South 
Yarra Tennis Club in their Victorian Premier League Team, 
being the youngest participant in the elite competition.

Bridget’s outstanding performances at state and national 
tournaments resulted in an invitation to travel to Thailand 
with Tennis Australia to play at two International Tennis 
Federation Tournaments.

Sporting Blue Awards
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Outstanding 
Achievement, 
Contribution and 
Leadership Awards 
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Christopher Sly

Oberon High School

Christopher is regarded as “the 
pillar of cross country and athletics” 
at Oberon High School. Over many 
years, Christopher has engaged and 
supported students to participate in 
athletics through his enthusiasm and 
practical skills in helping run school 

sports and other local events.

Christopher coaches, coordinates and volunteers in all 
aspects of school and regional competitions – contributing 
his invaluable knowledge to marking out courses, 
coordinating student logistics and assisting as a starter 
marshal at events.

Instrumental in running a virtual cross country event at 
Oberon High School during lockdown in 2021, Christopher 
successfully engaged and supported students in a fitness 
and wellbeing activity that brought the school community 
together during a challenging time.

Christopher is also highly regarded for his enthusiasm in 
assisting with School Sport Victoria regional events. He is 
admired for his commitment to ensuring the success of cross 
country by instilling values of inclusion and enjoyment for all 
who participate.

Taryn Richardson

McClelland Secondary College

Taryn is actively involved in school 
and community sport right through to 
state and national levels. Her passion 
is to promote and support sport 
in helping grow students life 
skills and learning, and to build 
stronger communities.

Taryn has made an enormous contribution to student 
participation, health and wellbeing through her involvement 
in softball and baseball. She coaches baseball at 
Sandringham Baseball Club in Summer, Dingley Baseball 
Club in winter and softball at Rebels Dandenong. She has 
also taken on roles at both state and national levels 
including South East Stingers and State Softball Under 14s 
and Baseball Victoria Under 18s.

Taryn is the Head Coach of the top performing Under 14 
Dingley Baseball Winter Team and organised the first Dingley 
Women’s Team in 2021. In addition to her community sports 
commitments, Taryn manages multiple School Sport Victoria 
boys’ baseball teams and softball teams.

Taryn is admired for having positively impacted many 
children’s lives as both a coach and a mentor.

Outstanding Teacher Contribution Awards 
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Outstanding Sporting Achievement Awards

Alanna Peart

Ballarat High School

As the recipient of a 2021 Sporting 
Blue Award for Athletics, and a further 
accolade for Outstanding Sporting 
Achievement, Alanna’s star is on 
the rise.

From Ballarat school student to 
an internationally world-ranked 

athlete competing in 2022 with the Australian team at 
World Athletics Racewalking Team Championships in Oman, 
Alanna’s success at just 18 years of age is truly impressive.

Throughout 2021, Alanna showed the same dedication 
and self-discipline towards her weekly regime of up to 
80km of training, as she did to her VCE studies. She credits 
much of her motivation and inspiration to succeed on the 
achievements of Olympic racewalking champion, Jared 
Tallent, who is also her cousin.

Alanna is currently ranked number one in Australia for Under 
20 5km Roadwalking, number two for Under 20 10km Track 
and Roadwalking, and seventh in the world for 5km Under 20 
Track Racewalking.

Her achievements to date would indicate that Olympic glory 
is well within Alanna’s reach!

Addison Goodall

Gisborne Primary School

Addison is a champion dancer, 
whose success at regional, state 
and national competitions spans 
multiple dance disciplines. While the 
challenges of the pandemic limited 
her opportunities to perform, Addison 
showed impressive motivation 

and self-discipline by focussing on her dance studies and 
achieving high honours in all her ballet exams, including a 
perfect score.

Addison is a national Ballet and Neo Ballet champion and 
regional champion across dance forms including, Ballet, 
Neo, Lyrical, Demi Character, Contemporary and Jazz Ballet. 
She was a Cecchetti Ballet Bronze Award Finalist in 2021.

At just 13 years of age, Addison has a natural aptitude to 
lead and encourage others, which has been recognised by 
her selection for roles such as School Sports Captain, Dance 
Troupe Leader and assisting with ‘tiny tot’ classes at her 
dance school.

Addison’s exceptional talent has also seen her selected to 
perform at events such as the Victorian Dance Festival and 
the Royal South Street Eisteddfod.
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Lindsay Gaze Outstanding Sports Leadership Award

VicHealth is proud to support the annual Lindsay Gaze 
Outstanding Sports Leadership Award, which recognises 
outstanding leadership in the promotion of community and 
school sport.

Lindsay Gaze is a distinguished Olympian. He represented 
Australia in three Olympic Games before turning to 
coaching, where he quickly established himself as one of 
our country’s best basketball mentors. Inducted into the 
Australian Basketball Hall of Fame in 2004, he has worked 
tirelessly to share his remarkable knowledge of and passion 
for the game. His contribution has not been restricted to the 
court. By serving as a member of the NBL Board and FIBA’s 
technical and rules committees, he has helped shape the 
structure of the game on a world-wide basis.

Lindsay also made a significant contribution to VicHealth. 
As a member of our Board for more than 10 years, he helped 
guide the direction of VicHealth, so that the benefits of 
better health and wellbeing can be enjoyed by everyone 
in Victoria.

For over 30 years, VicHealth has been working to improve 
the health and wellbeing of Victorians. Looking to the future, 
we will continue to focus on young people and those who 
face the greatest barriers to good health through our Future 
Healthy initiative.

Future Healthy is all about putting young people front and 
centre to create a Victoria where no young person is denied 
a future that is healthy – no matter their postcode, bank 
balance, background or ability.

We know students are healthier and happier when they’re 
active every day. That’s why we’re working with people and 
organisations right across Victoria to make sure students of 
all ages keep active as part of a happy, healthy life.

Sandro Demaio
CEO, VicHealth
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The Lindsay Gaze Award is presented to a student, player, coach or 
administrator who demonstrates outstanding contribution to sport 
at both a school and community level. 

Lindsay Gaze Outstanding Sports Leadership Award

Aanchal Sharma

Suzanne Cory High School

Aanchal is an inspiring young role model who 
has led by example to promote and encourage 
the participation of females in traditionally 
male-dominated sports.

Aanchal was just one of three girls out of 30 
players when she first played table tennis at 

school. She also noticed that both females and males were poorly or 
not at all represented in certain sports such as netball and cricket.

Through her own determination and hard work to become a 
competitive table tennis player, Aanchal has demonstrated the 
positive outcomes of an inclusive culture for females, males and 
gender diverse students in all sports.

She has been instrumental in establishing both boys and girls school 
sports teams where traditionally there was just one or the other, 
and she speaks passionately about the importance of equal gender 
representation in sports promotion.

Aanchal’s outstanding personal success on the table tennis circuit 
combined with her contribution to promoting gender equality in sport 
make her a deserving recipient of the 2021 Lindsay Gaze Outstanding 
Sports Leadership Award.
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Victorian School Sports Awards Honour Roll 

Since 1994, the Victorian School Sports Awards have recognised 
more than 1500 government school students, as well as 
teachers and school communities, for their achievements and 
contributions to school sport. Many have gone on to become 
some of our nation’s most successful elite athletes.

An Honour Roll of Victorian School Sports Awards winners 
since the program’s inception can be viewed on the School 
Sport Victoria website at: https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/
VictorianSchoolSportsAwards.aspx

Since 1994, the Victorian School Sports Awards have recognised more than 1500 government school students, as well as teachers and school communities, for their achievements and contributions to school sport. Many have gone on to become some of our nation’s most successful elite athletes.An Honour Roll of Victorian School Sports Awards winners since the program’s inception can be viewed on the School Sport Victoria website at: https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/VictorianSchoolSportsAwards.aspx
Since 1994, the Victorian School Sports Awards have recognised more than 1500 government school students, as well as teachers and school communities, for their achievements and contributions to school sport. Many have gone on to become some of our nation’s most successful elite athletes.An Honour Roll of Victorian School Sports Awards winners since the program’s inception can be viewed on the School Sport Victoria website at: https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/VictorianSchoolSportsAwards.aspx
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Recognise a Sports Star!

Nominations for the 2022 Victorian School Sports Awards – 
to be presented at next year’s award ceremony – are now open.

If you know a student, a teacher, a community volunteer or a 
school achieving great things in government school sports, 
give them the recognition they deserve by nominating them for 
an award.

The Victorian School Sports Awards recognise exceptional 
dedication and achievement in the following award categories:

• Sporting Blue Award

• Outstanding Sporting Achievement Award

• Outstanding Teacher Contribution Award

• Outstanding Community Contribution Award

• Outstanding School and Community Partnership Award

• Lindsay Gaze Outstanding Sports Leadership Award

For further information about award category criteria 
and how to nominate someone, visit the School Sport 
Victoria website: https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/
VictorianSchoolSportsAwards.aspx

https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/VictorianSchoolSportsAwards.aspx
https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/VictorianSchoolSportsAwards.aspx
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School Sport Victoria, as part of the Department of Education and Training, delivers an extensive school 
sport program to primary and secondary students across Victoria. For more information on School 
Sport Victoria visit www.ssv.vic.edu.au

Thank you to the following organisations for supporting the Victorian School Sports Awards:
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