SSV AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL - PRIMARY FAQs ‘/
VICTORIA

Why has SSV changed its Australian Football offering toward Primary students?

In partnership with AFL Victoria, School Sport Victoria is making Australian Football as
accessible as possible through modified rules. This is consistent with SSV’s strategic plan to
align competition rules with State Sporting Organisations. The changes are designed to
provide a better student experience for all participants, including seeing more touches of
the ball, more goals, and players constantly involved in the game. It also enables more
students and schools, including multiple teams from schools, to experience SSV primary
school Australian Football.

The change in format was discussed with the SSV community through coordinator region
forums in 2023 and then considered by the SSV Executive Team before the new rules were
approved. Trial Region competitions were conducted in 2023 and 2024 by AFL Victoria with
a State Finals event held in November of that year. Research was also undertaken by
ACHPER Victoria to assess the suitability of the new approach.

Where can | find the rules for the Primary Australian Football?
The rules can be found on the SSV Australian Football - Primary webpage.

I am a sports coordinator and/or SSV coordinator and am unsure how to get started.
Where do | find out all relevant information?

SSV has set up a designated Primary Australian Football Resource Hub SSV Australian
Football - Primary webpage to assist you. This includes educational videos, information
sheets, scorecards, lesson plans for your students and more. This is your one stop shop to
get familiar with the format and what you will need to get started.

Help! How do you umpire the game?
Check the above resource hub to view critical information for umpires.

I’'m a teacher and I'm not sure how to teach the game to my students. Where do | start?
Check out our designated resource hub for educational videos and lesson plans at the link
above!

Where can | find the dates for my District/Division/Region competition in 2025?

If your District is conducting competition, your District Coordinator can provide you with the
dates for your Primary Australian Football competition directly. Division, Region and State
dates are available on each respective ared’s page on the SSV website.
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What are the dates for the SSV Australian Football - State Primary Championships in 2025?
As they are updated these can be found here: School Sport Victoria — Sport — Australian
Football.

How many teams progress from District, to Division, to Region, to State in 2025?
In 2025, one boys/mixed team and one girls team will progress from each District to Division,
from each Division to Region and each Region to State.

How many teams can a school enter into the SSV competition pathway (District
onwards?)

Schools should contact their district coordinator to see team entry limits. To find out who
your district coordinator is, look up your school on our school database.

Can AFL Victoria help me with the delivery of District/Division/Region? Is there support
available to assist me in running a Primary Australian Football Competition at School,
District, Division or Region level of competition?
AFL Victoria will be available to support Coordinators and Teachers in the lead up to
competitions to support in the understanding and education of the new format and any
changes. This includes but is not limited to:

e Providing PD sessions on rule modifications and umpiring (both online and in person)

e Supporting with optimal field set up based on number of schools participating

e Guidance on any fixturing support to maximise the day

e Any additional support can be discussed with your AFL Victoria region staff member

AFL Victoria staff can be contacted at any time in the lead up and during to help provide
guidance and support in ensuring that SSV District/Division/Region coordinators can
effectively deliver their competitions. This support extends to any primary schools that may
need any further education on any of the above.

Eliza Straford — Metro South Region Tim Downes — Metro West Region
eliza.straford@afl.com.au tim.downes@afl.com.au

0433 942 302 0499 224 098

Sam Howell — Metro East Region David Alderuccio — West Country
sam.howell@afl.com.au david.alderuccio@afl.com.au
0499 303 290 0437 558 971

Chris Grigoriadis — Metro North Region
chris.grigoriadis@afl.com.au
0413 726 091

In addition to this, you can reach out to SSV’s Region School Sport Officers for further advice.
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Can I still play the 18v18 format?
There is no SSV competition pathway for the 18v18 format from 2025. Schools may play
‘friendly matches of the 18vI8 format, but this is not endorsed or supported by SSV.

I'm a District/Division/Region Coordinator. Will | get any equipment to run these
competitions?
AFL Victoria is providing the following equipment to the SSV community including:

e SSV Districts receive 1 goal post set

e SSV Divisions receive 4 kits

e SSV Regions receive 4 kits

e SSV State receives 4 kits
The equipment will be distributed in the coming weeks with the goal post set (including a
bag) and the kits consisting of the 2 * size 3 footballs, 1 goal post set (including bag), and
cones.

To run a match 8 agility poles, 50 cones, 8 flat ground markers, and 2 Size 3 synthetic
footballs are required.

Additional equipment can be purchased on the AFL Play Store.

How can my school manage multiple teams at District level?

If submitting multiple teams at District level, schools should determine adequate staffing for
groups of students as per the Department of Education Excursion Policy. If submitting
multiple teams at District level, schools should determine adequate staffing for groups of
students as per the department Excursion Policy.

This could include school principal endorsed parents, coaches and education support staff
that accompany a VIT-registered teacher. Districts should make necessary arrangements
to promote maximum participation (i.e. draws can be devised to ensure that teams from
the same school are not drawn to play at the same time). For example: If a school has two
teams, a minimum of two adults are required to provide duty of care. Sometimes a school
may need to provide an umpire, so one adult can supervise the two teams, as long as both
are not playing at the same time, or the school can bring a third adult or suitable student to
undertake the school’s rostered umpiring duties.
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